American Indian sign: a gestural communication system for the speechless.
American Indian sign, used as a gestural communication system for the speechless, served the daily life needs of patients with a variety of deficits, many with unfavorable prognosis for oral speech rehabilitation. The project included total glassectomees, laryngectomees, dysphonics, dysarthrics and apraxics. Many of the last named were hemiplegics. The sign was effectively interpreted by hospital personnel, patients and visitors, none of whom had received any instruction in interpreting the sign. This system may be a desirable new tool from an old culture for the professional repertoire of the speech clinician. An illustrated manual and instructional videotapes are in preparation.